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Photographic Stories of the Street, at Street Level

By JOELWEIZ KSEHAHT
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“C hranagraph C hareagraphy” by Paler Funch (200HE].

AMSTERDAM | A photographic exhibition of large scale and forward-looldng ambition is setto take over the

Museumplein on Friday.

The Danish photographer Peter Funch has used digital technaology to push the narrative struocture of
photography. Funch composes hisimages by culling characters from thousands of photographs to create o
single, ime-bending compaosite of a street corner or an avenne.

Gallery-goers might remember his first major collection of work in this vein: *Babel Tales, " set in Manhattan,
The images in the new series, “Amsterdam Stories,” chronicle six weeks of this city's public spaces; the exhibit
itself will be presented as a public installation, surrounded by some of Amsterdam’s most impartant museums,
but accessible to, and interacting with, the crowds,

Funeh talked about his work earlier this week. Here are o few excerpts from that interview.
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Globespotters: What are the similarities hetween this work and what you did in Mew York with “Bahel
Tales™? And howdo yvou put these images together?

Funch: It's kind of the same idea about making people have relationships. They all have something in
comman. The big difference is that thizis the full circle, pictures shout the people to the people. People can go
see themselves in the pictures,

The idea is, I'm shooting on 4 strect corner 10, 15 days, the same spot every day, Shooting the people passing
by, Then I cateparize people for what they look like, what they wear, what they're doing. 1 take one category of
people and putitin one image. I don't move around people. Thev're put exactly where they are in the picture.
Making the categories of small details that tell something about peaple ata specific location, ar 8 way of human
behaviar.

G5: Howdovyou pick the locations?

Funch: [ pick locations, first, if they attract a lot of people. Does the location have some kind of history, does it
give people a certain behavior? Does the location have some aesthetic value? Does itframe good ?

Here I was working with my sister, and we focused on quite & lot of locations. The weather is very different in
Haolland, it's not consistent like itis in the United States. You'll have four hours of good weather here and then
it's raining. Sowe're working om up to eight photos at one ime. We put everything down in 2 manual: thisis
where we shoot when it's raining, this is where we shoot when it's cloudy, this is where we shoot when it's sunny.
It was extremely organized.

G8: Your hackground is in photojournalism. How did vou move into this kind of more artistic work?

Funch: [ was working on & newspaper in Denmark. I seemed to bump into the same wall all the time about
making the ohjective story, not interfering too much about what to do and whatto tell. And T had so many ideas
about things I wanted to do, stage people and do things. Somehow [ started showing at galleries. It seemed tofit
so mueh, the way of telling a story to a gallery. You can be much more ahstract, vou don’t have to rely on true
forms, objectivity and subjectivity.

In my head I was moving photography to something that was like a short film in a photo. And it also had that
story about the people. T've always been fascinated about making documents about howwe are. Howwe
behave as humans,

W as viewers, we are 5o much more used to storvtelling now, complieated storytelling, All these films where
vou have many stories that are crossing each other. And at some point they meet, and the essence of that
meeting tells the whole story. And that kind of inspired me to do the photos, take that narrative way of telling 2
story, put thatinto a photo,
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